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PROGRAM 

 

Welcome  Rev. Aaron Houghton, Pastor, Forest Hill Presbyterian Church 

 

 

The Unclouded Day      Robert Lowry/Arr. by Gary Lanier 

Chet Frierson, Tenor Saxophone 

 

 

Tornami a vagheggiar, from Alcina    George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
Come back to woo me; only you does this faithful soul wish to love, my dearly beloved, dear one! 

I have already given you my heart: my love will be true; never will I be cruel to you, my dear hope.  

Come back to woo me . . . 

Naima Baez, Soprano 

 

Ah, non credea<Ah! Non giunge, from La Sonnambula  Vincenzo Bellini (1801-1835) 
Ah, I did not think I would see you so soon withered, oh flower; you faded just like love, which for one day only 

endured. My tears might be able to restore strength to you; but my weeping cannot revive love, ah, no!  

Ah, human thought cannot attain the happiness with which I am filled; I can hardly believe my senses; 

 trust me, oh my treasure. 

Michele Baez, Soprano 

 

 

Amazing Grace       John Henry Newton/Arr. Nick Raspa 

Chet Frierson, Tenor Saxophone 



Spoken Reflections  Rev. Dr. Lacette Cross, Executive Director, Diversity Richmond 

 

 

PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND 
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey Music: George N. Allen 

 

Precious Lord, take my hand; lead me on, help me stand; 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light; 

take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near;  

when my life is almost gone,  

hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall;  

take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

 

Er ist gekommen         Robert Franz (1815-1892) 
He came in storm and rain, my anxious heart beat against his. How could I have known, that his path should unite 

itself with mine? He came in storm and rain, he boldly stole my heart. Did he steal mine? Did I steal his? Both came 

together. He came in storm and rain, now has come the blessing of spring. My love travels abroad, I watch with cheer,  

for he remains mine, on any road.   (Friedrich Rückert; English Translation by David Kenneth Smith) 

 

Ah! Je veux vivre, from Roméo et Juliette    Charles Gounod (1818-1893) 
Ah! I want to live in the dream which still intoxicates me on this day! Gentle flame, I keep you in my soul as a  

treasure! This rapture of youth only lasts, alas, for a day. After that comes the hour when one weeps; the heart gives  

way to love, and happiness flies away, never to return! Ah! I want to live in the dream, which intoxicates me, for a   

long time still! Far from gloomy winter let me slumber and inhale the rose before shedding it of its petals. Ah! Gentle 

flame, stay in my soul as a sweet treasure for a long time still! 

Naima Baez, Soprano 

 

Quando m’en vo, from La Bohème    Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924) 
When I go all by myself through the street, people stop and look, and everyone looks at my beauty from head to 

foot. And therefore I savor the subtle desire which emanates from their eyes, and from the obvious charms is 

understood the hidden beauty. Like the flood of desire surrounding me, it makes me happy! And you who know, 

so that memory is tearing you up why do you fly from me so much again? I know very well that you don’t want 

to speak about your agony, but you feel yourself dying!  (Translation by Marc Verzatt) 

Michele Baez, Soprano 

 

 

He Leadeth Me       William B. Bradbury/Arr. Gary Lanier 

Chet Frierson, Tenor Saxophone 

 
 

Ride On King Jesus     African-American Spiritual/Arr. Hall Johnson 

Naima Baez, Soprano 



Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit      African-American Spiritual 

Michele Baez, Soprano 

 

 

LIFT EV’RY VOICE AND SING 
Text: James Weldon Johnson    Music: J. Rosamond Johnson 

 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring,  

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies;  

let it resound loud as the rolling sea.  

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;  

sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  

let us march on, till victory is won. 
 

 

We Shall Overcome     African-American Spiritual/Arr. Lloyd Larson  

Michele & Naima Baez, Sopranos & Chet Frierson, Tenor Saxophone 
 

 

Immediately following this concert, you are cordially invited to a Reception in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for 

coming! All are welcome! This Concert is made possible by a generous grant from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 

Foundation; the generosity of Diversity Richmond; the generosity of the community of Forest Hill Presbyterian Church; 

and the generosity of Julie & Peter Hains. We will continue to offer our FREE Public Concerts for ALL. Other Intentional 

Free Concerts are performed for small groups of marginalized and underserved youth and adults, usually with students 

from New York City’s The Juilliard School or graduates of Juilliard, with Dr. Patrick Carlin, Piano.  

Diversity Richmond envisions a community where LGBTQ+ citizens are treated with respect and dignity, and their 

unique gifts are championed and celebrated, enriching the colorful fabric of our community. Forest Hill Presbyterian 

Church is a diverse, multi-cultural, intergenerational, intentional Faith Community rooted in love and committed to 

service and justice in the world. Your Free-Will Donations will be used to assist the marginalized, the poor, and those in 

need. 

 

UPCOMING FREE CONCERT 

Saturday, March 18, 2023, 2:00 PM, Forest Hill Presbyterian Church  

“Annual FREE Concert of Songs from Musicals & Famous Love Songs” 

Voice Students of Dr. Patrick Carlin, from High School through Graduate School and Beyond 

 

Additional Concerts will be announced during 2023. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHET FRIERSON, a true Richmond native, has become a trusted and celebrated musician in the community that has 

nurtured his passion for the arts. From receiving his first saxophone in 2005 to graduating VCU’s Jazz Performance 

program as a Joe Kennedy Jr. Jazz Scholarship recipient, Chet has been a curious student whose experiences have 

exposed him to jazz, soul, funk, Afro, and every genre in between to meld into his own informed sound. This sound 

has traveled up and down the east coast and even overseas, where he made his cruise line debut for Celebrity Cruise 

Line’s ship: Reflection. Before his escapade, you could see Chet serenading the masses: including for Quincy Jones in 

2012 and former President Barack Obama in 2017 at the Richmond Forum, at VMFA’s Dominion Jazz Center, and with 

beloved musical acts around town such as Weekend Plans and Jouwala Collective. You may have also seen him 

performing alongside musical giants such as Bob McChesney, Ingrid Jensen, Claire Daly and Rex Richardson. You can 

hear more of Chet Frierson’s works for Jelani Taylor’s Reflections: Pain, Perseverance, and Peace in Norfolk, VA in 

March 2023. 

 

NAIMA BAEZ is a junior at George Mason University where she majors in Childhood Studies. Naima is a student of 

Dr. Patrick Carlin and has been involved in previous concerts at Forest Hill Presbyterian Church. A graduate of 

Collegiate School, Naima performed as a soloist in both school and student-led performances and was a member of 

her school's choir. Naima’s repertoire includes art songs in four languages, arias from opera, spirituals, and musicals. 

 

MICHELE BAEZ studied under Theodor Uppman and Beverley Peck Jonson at the Manhattan School of Music in 

New York and completed a Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal Performance at VCU.  She has appeared with The 

Richmond and Petersburg Symphonies as a featured soloist and in numerous concerts with her teacher, Patrick 

Carlin, here in Richmond.  Most recently, she has performed the role of The Queen of the Night in Mozart's The Magic 

Flute.  Other roles include Sisa, in Capitol Opera Richmond, MAFFAA and KGB's production of the Filipino 

opera, Noli Me Tangere, Madame Herz in Mozart’s The Impresario and Sissieretta Jones in Emory Waters’ 

contemporary opera, The Edge of Glory. Michele is the proud Mom of Felicia and Naima. 

 

DR. PATRICK CARLIN is the Director of Music at Forest Hill Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia. In 

addition, Pat is the recipient of several grants, including a very generous grant from The E. Rhodes and Leona B. 

Carpenter Foundation, to perform free public concerts as well as intentional concerts for smaller groups and audiences 

in venues throughout the City of Richmond, Virginia, especially for the underserved and marginalized, including 

many for the LGBTQ+ Communities. These latter intentional concerts usually feature current Juilliard School 

students from New York City or recent Juilliard graduates. Pat has been a guest voice teacher at The Juilliard School 

and Manhattan School of Music in New York. Pat maintains a large private studio of voice and piano students. Pat’s 

voice and piano students have been admitted to major music schools, including The Juilliard School, Manhattan 

School of Music, Yale, and Indiana.  

Pat is a graduate of The Juilliard School (piano and voice), University of Dubuque (piano and voice), New York 

University (M.A. in college teaching/conducting; Ph.D. in college teaching/keyboard performance), University of 

Notre Dame (M.A. in theology/liturgical studies), and Virginia Commonwealth University (M.P.A. in public 

administration). In addition, he studied music at Columbia University and theology at the Aquinas Institute of 

Theology. Pat’s vocal teachers have included Eleanor Steber, Bernard Taylor, and William Toole; his piano and organ 

teachers have included Roger Boardman, Robert Harris, Rosina Lhevinne, Virginia Rice, Ruth Mahmoud, Ethel 

Lehrer, Robert Pace, John Ferguson, and Else Burtness; and his conducting teachers have included Rebecca Scott, John 

Gilbert, and Jon de Revere.   

For over 30 years, Pat served as Director of Music and Liturgy at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Richmond, 

Virginia.  For over 20 years, Pat served on the Music Faculty of Virginia Commonwealth University where he taught 

graduate and undergraduate courses in music history and literature. Prior to moving to Richmond, Pat served churches 

and cathedrals in New York and Minnesota and taught music on the college and elementary school levels. His articles 

and reviews appear in several liturgical music journals. As a pianist, conductor, and organist, Pat has performed in 

innumerable concerts and recitals. As a conductor, Pat has conducted choirs, soloists, and orchestras, including The 

Richmond Symphony, in major works, including Mahler’s RESURRECTION SYMPHONY, Bruckner’s REQUIEM, 

Handel’s MESSIAH, and Beethoven’s MASS IN C MAJOR, among many others. Pat is the proud father and father-in-

law of Stephanie & Andrew and Sean & Carrie, and the proud grandfather/Papa of JP (John Patrick), Sophia Morgan, 

and Madelyn Alexis! 
 


